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Fred Wilson remains the face of the Von Maur survivors. The now-retired customer service manager, 
who was gravely wounded on Dec. 5, 2007, hasn’t let the horror of that day affect his ever-sunny outlook. 
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He ‘chose to heal’ and helps others heal, too 


Fred Wilson sauntered up to the customer service counter at Von Maur and warmly greeted his former co-workers. 


one called out as she folded a colorful wrap around a gift. 


By Henry J. CORDES 


* WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


+ “It’s good to see you, Fred,” 


+ Ten years ago today, that same festive counter was a scene of horror. A gunman 


came into the store and indiscriminately fired a high-powered rifle. Wilson was gravely wounded, barely surviving. Six of his co-workers and two 


store customers didn’t. - Wilson, though, has never let that horrible day define his life or change his ever-sunny outlook. In his own memory, that 


counter is not a place of terror. It’s where he happily worked for 15 years, and where the people remain like family. - Even with the passage of 


a decade, Fred Wilson remains the face of the survivors of Omaha’s mass shooting and a peaceful voice for its victims. The kindly 71-year-old 


former teacher continues to offer up the life lessons that he took from Dec. 5, 2007: Have the courage to face change. See Von Maur: Page 6 


Travel ban gets go-ahead 
Justices allow enforcement 
of president’s policy as legal 

challenges continue. Page 4A 


Teachers call on lawmakers 
to preserve deduction in tax plan 


Body of Sydney Loofe, missing 
Lincoln woman, has been found 


By JOSEPH Morton Tax-bill differences the House and Goodfellows By SUSAN SZALEWSKI cal newspaper, the 
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“Every little bit counts when 
you are a middle-class family,” 
said Cervantes, who teaches at 
Marrs Magnet Center. 

It’s just one of many deductions 
and credits poised to change as 


of simplifying the tax code. 

The Senate, on the other hand, 
would double the deduction. 

All differences between the two 
bills must be reconciled before 


See Taxes: Page 2 
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for Sydney and our entire family,” 
the family wrote above a photo of 
the smiling 24-year-old. “May God 
grant eternal rest unto thee. We 
love you Sydney.” 

The post then linked to a story 
on the website of the family’s lo- 


Sydney is the daughter of 
George and Susie Loofe of Nel- 
igh and had been missing since 
Nov. 15. Multiple agencies, includ- 
ing the FBI, had been searching 


See Loofe: Page 2 


J NEW YEAR'S EVE 


IN THE LOUNGE Reservation Only Dining: 7pm and 8pm Plus $10 Cover | Music by Eckophonic 
BUY A $50 GIFT CARD & GET A BONUS $10 CARD NOW UNTIL CHRISTMAS! 


